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2019 State of the Meadow 

High Sierra Property Owners Association 

 

Well it’s that time of the year again when we can begin to look forward 

to the 2019 spring and summer season at the Meadow. This winter has 

been a fairly good year for snow and rain accumulation in the High 

Sierra’s so I’m hopeful we will have a summer without the high risk of 

forest fires. With that said, I personally want to thank everyone for do-

ing their part to help reduce our risk of a wild fire by making your indi-

vidual lots more fire safe.  We continue to have trees dying from the 

bark beetles, but I’m hoping that is winding down.  I am looking forward 

to Mother Nature’s rebound with fresh new growth of trees in the com-

ing years. New growth can be seen virtually everywhere. It’s going to 

be exciting to watch as the trees mature over time.  With the new 

growth that will appear, please remain vigilant in your efforts to main-

tain your lots in a fire safe condition.  

Your Board of Directors continues to work very hard for you. We meet 

on the second Tuesday of each month via teleconference at 7:00 pm.  

All members are welcomed and encouraged to call in to participate on 

these calls. Your thoughts and opinions matter and are very much ap-

preciated. The agendas for these meetings are posted on HSM web-

site in advance of the meeting.  Minutes of the meetings are also kept 

and posted as soon as approved by the Board.   

I look forward to serving on the Board for the 2019 season. 

Richard St. Marie 

2019 HSM POA President   

50 years ago – were you here? 

The year was 1970, a year of bell bottoms, tie

-dye, rock and roll and the year when some 

lucky people got a chance to claim a piece of 

the beautiful Sierra for themselves and their 

families. 

In the year 2020 it will have been fifty years 

since High Sierra Meadows first became a 

place.  

Were you there and do you remember?  Are 

you a HSM OG?  Then we want to hear from 

you! 

The semi-official High Sierra Meadows 50th 

Anniversary Committee is looking for anyone 

who is holding original advertisements, lot 

price lists, flyers, photos and what-not from 

those times.  

Stories of the early days would be great too!  

Our plan is to collect the images and stories of 

this amazing place and celebrate and pre-

serve them for all of us in the year 2020 when 

High Sierra Meadows officially turns fifty years 

old. 

If you are among the early pioneers of High 
Sierra Meadows or have first-hand remem-
brance of this place – please reach out to 

rickedgeworth@hotmail.com.  
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Just who are our Board Members? 

Let’s find out: 
Richard St. Marie -LOT 32    Email: Rich5112@aol.com 

2019 President-HSPOA        Phone: 209 201-9057 

 

Brief biography: 

I have been an HSPOA Board Member since 2014, first be-

ing appointed to fill a vacant position on the Board. Since 

being appointed, I have been re-elected to the Board twice. 

In 2019 I am up for re-election again. I would be honored to 

continue to serve on the Board of Directors should I be re-

elected.  

 

A bit about me. I was born in Roswell, New Mexico where my 

father was stationed in the Air Force. When I was about 2 

years old my parents settled in the City of Los Banos in Cen-

tral California. My father became a Police Officer where he 

served for 27 years until his retirement in 1993 as the Chief 

of Police for the City.  My parents taught me the importance 

of community service and doing my part to make my commu-

nity a better place.  After High School I attended the local 

Community College where I earned an Associates Degree in 

Administration of Criminal Justice. I later went on to complete 

my Bachelors Degree in Business Administration.  

 

I started my career in public service in 1986 when I became a 

Correctional Officer for the County of Merced. Later that year, 

I was promoted to a Deputy Sheriff. After 15 years with the 

Merced County Sheriff’s Office, I took the position of Chief of 

Security with the County of Fresno and held that position for 

8 years. In 2009 I returned to the County of Merced as the 

Director of Administrative Services with the Office of the 

Sheriff where I worked until August of 2017. I am currently 

the Executive Director of the Information Systems Advisory 

Board for the County of Los Angeles.  In this position I get to 

work with all the criminal justice agencies within Los Angeles 

County on data and information sharing systems to enhance 

the effectiveness and efficiency of the justice system 

throughout Los Angeles County.  To date I have worked over 

33 years in County government.  

 

I currently live in Los Angeles County in the City of Cerritos 
during the week, but my home is in the City of Atwater, in 

Merced County. I am a widower with three grown children; 
Jennifer-28, Nathan-30, and Aaron-33 and one grandson 
Samuel (Sammy).  
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Rick Edgeworth– Lot  45    Email: rickedgeworth@hotmail.com 

2019 Vice President-HSPOA        Phone: 805-588-8776 

 

My name is Rick Edgeworth, co-owner with my wife, Dawn 

and dog, Monkeybutt, of Lot 45 and I am one of the Board 

Members for High Sierra Meadows. I have mostly spent my 

careers in the Telecom Industry working for GTE/Verizon 

and now, AT&T. 

Dawn and I were spending a lot of time in Yosemite during 

the 1990s and early 2000’s. In October of 2001, we left Yo-

semite with a couple of days to kill. Holed up in the Best 

Western in Oakhurst thumbing through the local Real Estate 

mags, Dawn saw a lot for sale with a picture of Shuteye 

Ridge and the meadow in the foreground. “Where is that?” 

we both asked.  

Next day, we drove Mr. Toad’s Wild Ride up and over 

Beasore Road to the place called Arnold Meadows. Entered 

through the back gate, saw the meadow for the first time 

and found our lot around the bend. It had a tent deck, an 

outhouse with septic, and what turned out to be 92 trailer 

loads of brush and debrisIbut mostly it had a heck of a 

view. This was the place we said to one another. Let’s do 

this. 

We spent the next years camping in a safari tent until we 

had an opportunity to play “hooky from work”. We lived pret-
ty much full-time up here while we built our cabin, only leav-
ing during the deepest parts of the Winter.  Met great peo-
ple, heard interesting stories, learned to fix the water sys-

tem, patch the roads, clean the pond, know the rules, and 
laugh at the rumors. Still doing it. 

Mike Compton-Lot 159/160 Email: Deer8hunter@hotmail.com 

2019 Treasurer-HSPOA      Phone: 805 305-0151 

 

I was appointed to board in 2006 to fill a vacancy on the 
board.  I have been re-elected the treasurer every since by 
the board at its re-organizational meeting each year after 
the annual members meeting.   

My wife, Loretta, and I bought lot #138 in 1993 followed by 
its’ sale when we bought lot #160 with cabin in 1995 and 
then lot #159 in 2011.  For many years prior to 1993 we 
regularly camped at Soda Springs Campground until we 
discovered the Meadow.   

What makes me qualified to perform treasurer duties?  I 
have nearly 40 yrs. experience as either an appointed or 
elected municipal treasurer.  I’ve been the elected treasurer 
for the City of Paso Robles since 1988 and manage an in-
vestment portfolio of $78 million.  Additionally, I served as a 
municipal CFO for nearly 33 years prior to retiring in 2007.  
After retiring, I spent 4+ yrs doing some municipal consulting 
work.  My hobbies (obsessions) are deer hunting, fishing 
and hiking. 



Michael Favagrossa–Lot 147  Email: m.favagossa10@gmail.com 

2019 Member-At-Large -HSPOA  Phone: 559-770-4208 

 

My name is Michael Favagrossa. I am the owner of lot 147 

and currently serving as your member-at-large. I found Ar-

nold Meadow in 2015 when my grandmother and I took a trip 

to find my grandparents’ lost property in the Sierra National 

Forest. My grandparents bought the property in the 1970s 

from the Odekirk Development Group, becoming original 

owners. They hired the Wagners to put in a road for access 

to the lot, but sadly never developed beyond the road. The 

young couple (my grandparents) bought an RV and that be-

came their preferred method to vacation. They soon lost 

interest in the mountain retreat. Forty years later, with the lot 

overgrown and my grandfather no longer with us, tree re-

moval became a concern. Hoping to help out my grandma, I 

volunteered to clear the trees and quickly realized the in-

credible feat I had taken on. Being fearful of getting fined, my 

grandma decided to sell the lot, giving all members of the 

family first right to refusal. Shortly after purchasing my lot, I 

met my neighbors. They introduced me to other members of 

the meadow. Soon I began to realize that this place is not 

just a vacation destination in the Sierras, but rather a com-

munity. I look forward to being a part of our unique communi-

ty for years to come and meeting all of the members of HSM.  

Board Member Bio’s (cont’d from pg.2) 

Hannah Moren– Lot 130    Email: hannah_moren@yahoo.com 

2019 Secretary-HSPOA      Phone: 559-760-7562 

 

This is my first year being on the board and I have filled the 

secretary position. I was born and raised in Napa and moved 

to North Fork in 2011. My husband, Jacob and I still live in 

North Fork with our two little boys, Jake (6) & Cody (2). Ja-

cob is a contractor and we own Billygoat Construction. I am a 

stay at home mom but take care of the paperwork side of the 

business and manage a couple of vacation rentals on Bass 

Lake. I first discovered the meadow when Jacob and I used 

to be apart of a paving company that did a lot of the paving in 

the community. I went up there during a few jobs and we 

talked about how amazing it would it to own something there. 

Last summer we were looking at cabins in Beasore Meadow 

but then rediscovered Arnold Meadow. We purchased a lot 

and have built a tiny home on it. We look forward to going up 

there on the weekends as much as possible. Our boys are 

happiest when they’re outside-riding bikes, playing with 

trucks and tractors and all things “boy”. We are so thankful 

and excited to be apart of such a beautiful place.  
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Planning on harvesting any crawfish this 

summer?   
Check out Trapper Arne’s web page for tips and tricks.  He 

makes some of the best traps out there and has several 

recipes posted too!  (www.trapperarne.com) 

Here’s just one of his recipes Cajun Boiled Crawfish: 

15 quarts of water 

10 pounds LIVE crawfish 

2 large onions 

1 bunch celery, rinsed well 

4 ears sweet corn 

4 medium sized red potatoes 

1/4 cup salt 

1/8 cup black pepper 

4 to 6 whole bay leaves 

1/8 cup Cheyenne pepper 

1 cup melted butter for corn and potatoes 

Tabasco sauce to taste 

Clean spring water or broth 

 

"Use a clean 20 quart pot. Fill pot to 3/4 full with water. Add 

onions, potatoes, celery, corn, salt, black pepper, Chey-

enne pepper and bay leaves. Bring pot to a full rolling boil. 

While pot is coming to a boil, repeatedly soak crawfish 

alternately with salted water and plain water for about five 

minutes each until water is clean when drained. When the 

pot reaches a full rolling boil, add crawfish and cover until 

the pot returns to a full rolling boil. Continue cooking for 5 

to 7 minutes. Drain pot and pour cooked crayfish onto a 

very large platter. Jump in and start eating. Serve with 

melted butter for the corn and potatoes. Add Tabasco 

sauce according to taste. Drink your favorite ice cold bev-

erage with this feast!" 

 

Don't keep your cray-
fish catch in a bucket 
of water. Crayfish 
need oxygen to sur-
vive and stagnant wa-
ter soon has none left. 
Keep crayfish moist 
and cool and they will 
stay alive for days. 



High Sierra Meadows Board Meetings 
Board meetings are held the second (2nd) Tuesday of every month @ 7:00 

pm, except for May.  This years annual meeting will be held at the mead-

ow on the Sunday of Memorial Day Weekend. All of the Board meetings 

are held via conference call.  To participate in the conference call, dial 1-641-

715-3286 and enter the passcode 618478# at the prompt.  Please announce 

yourself.  Meeting agendas can be read/downloaded from the HSPOA web-

site at http://www.highsierrameadows.com under ‘Official Business’ / 

“Meetings and Agendas’.  
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Website Reminder 
The address for the HSPOA website  
is ‘highsierrameadows.com’.  No  
password is needed except to  
participate in the forum.  Look  
under ‘Official Business’ for  
instructions to register. 

Architectural Reminder 
Before you build, move dirt and/or 
cut down live trees – get architectural 
approval via ‘Lot Improvement Form’. 
CCRs, Architectural Guidelines, and 

Lot Improvement Forms can be seen or 
downloaded from the website under 
‘Official Business’. 

Jones Store 2-3-19 

Cold Springs Summit 

Sign  2-3-19 

Snow Report:  There’s Lots of it!!!!! 


